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Pine Grove Community Church 
8775 E. 88th Street 

Howard City, MI  49329 
231-937-5250 

www.pinegrovechurch.net 
 

Pastor Bill   
 231-937-6492 
 pastorbill@pinegrovechurch.net 
 
Pastor Brent 
 231-937-5250 x102 
 pastorbrent@pinegrovechurch.net 
 
Rebekah Gerwig 
 231-937-5250 x100 
 office@pinegrovechurch.net 
 
The Pineline is a monthly newsletter 
publication distributed by Pine Grove 
Community Church.  The publication is 
normally distributed on the last Sunday of 
each month.  Deadline for article 
submission is the 15th of each month . 
 

The Pineline Team  
 
Amie Birdsall   
 231-937-4422 
 amie.birdsall@nocti.org 
 
Bill Vis 
 231-937-6492 
 pastorbill@pinegrovechurch.net 
 
Special thanks to Jackie Kamp for 
contributing photos to help tell our stories 
and to all our guest contributors!!! 
 
We’d love to hear your feedback on the 
Pineline.  If you have suggestions 
including an idea for an article, please 
send it to Amie Birdsall.  Enjoy! 

http://www.pinegrovechurch.net/thepineline.htm 
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7/4 Linda Warner 
 Maggie Nederhoed-Winger 
 Michelle Nagel 
 
7/11 Susan Cone 
 Judi Brown 
 Rebekah Gerwig 
 
7/18 Mary & Katie Wallinga 
 Jeff Bonnier 
 
7/25 Chris VanderWerf 
 Kristyn Pittman 
 Scott Sutherland 
 
 
�
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7/4 Ken & Joyce Haywood 
 Fred & Gloria Hoonhorst 
 
7/11 Ron & Mary Bailey 
 Jim & Linda Brigham 
 
7/18 Ed & Deb Buikema 
 Judi & Richard Brown 
 
7/25 Doug & Millie Holtvuiwer 
 Jerry & Wilma VanSolkema 
 
 
 
 
 

While we try to distribute the Pineline on the last 
Sunday of each month, there are times when the 
newsletter isn’t available until the first Sunday of 
the current month.  This new addition should help 
in making sure you don’t miss any birthdays or 
anniversaries that occur during the first part of the 
month! 
 

All birthdays and anniversaries will continue to 
be listed on our monthly calendar.  If your 
birthday or anniversary is missing or is incorrect, 
please contact Rebekah Gerwig with the correct 
information! 
 

�������������	
8/4 Ron & Mary Bailey 
8/11 Gary & Cassie Boone 
8/12 Patrick & Susan Maioho 
 


����
���	
8/2 Pam Schaidt 
8/3 Carol Lamach 
8/5 Deb Buikema 
8/6 Sue Cone 
8/7 Arlene Avink 
8/7 Melayna Staffen 
8/8 David Hanninen 
8/9 Dana Strickland 
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Council Members 
 

Elders 
Wayne Hubers 

Pete VandeGuchte 
Bob Winkel 

Herm Scholtens 
Tom Stormes 
John DeJager 
Les Noakes 

 
Deacons 

Mary Bailey 
Sue Maioho 
John Geers 

Beth Syperda 
John VanLuinen 

Rich Wilson 
 

Pastor Bill 
Pastor Brent 

Pastor Bill opened the meeting by leading a devotional on Bringing Out The Best In Others 
based on Galatians 4:19, "Oh my dear children!  I feel as though I am going through labor 
pains for you again, and they will continue until Christ is fully developed in your lives.”  He 
encouraged Council members to seek to bring out the best in each other and in others in the 
Congregation. 
 
After Council members updated one another on the status of some in the Congregation with 
special needs, there was a season of open prayer concluded by Pastor Bill. 
 
The minutes of the Council meeting held May 11, 2010 were approved.   
 
Pastor Bill’s Report (For April 4 – June 22) 
1. He and Pastor Brent continue to meet weekly whenever possible. 
2. He reported on some of the pastoral visits he had made in the last two months and 

encouraged Council members to remember these people in prayer. 
3. He will be on vacation the week of June 28 – July 4. 
4. The morning worship service on the last Sunday in August will be a celebration of 

thirty years of tent ministry. 
 
Financial Report 
5. Collections in the General Fund through May 31 are about $8,500 less than last year at 

this time; however collections for the first three Sundays in June are about $2,200 more 
than last year for the same Sundays.  

6. Collections in the Family Life Center Debt Retirement Fund through the third Sunday 
of June are down about $1,500 when compared with last year at the same time.  The 
first payment of principal and interest on the promissory notes we hold was made in 
the first part of June in the amount of $18,000.  The remaining indebtedness on June 30 
will be $349,623. 

7. The $8,231.20 received so far for the Moments with the Master project in Kentucky 
has been disbursed to Cottonwood Heights Church, since they are paying the bills for 
the project. 

 
Committee Reports were presented orally and were received for information. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 10, 2010; Wayne Hubers closed in prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 

—Submitted by Wayne Hubers 

Next Meeting: 
 

August 10, 2010 
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Dear Pine Grove Family- 
 
“Thank You” is one of those wonderful phrases people 
use to express a special gratitude. but there’s often a lot 
more to it than two words can say.  When it comes from 
the heart, from deep inside, the nicest feelings and the 
most special thoughts — “Thank You” means so much.  It 
means thank you for taking the time to show that you care.  
It means “you really made our day.”  And, sometimes it 
means that you make all the days so much better!  It 
means you make us feel so nice.  And, we wish we could 
do the same for you just by letting you know how much 

we you mean to us.  “Thank You” means you didn’t have to…but, we’re so glad you did.  “Thank You” means 
you’ve done something special we will never forget. 
 

 Gary and LaVonne Kanis 
(modified for print) 
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Maybe you thought it would have been love at first bite…but shockingly Bella is still as waifish in her affections and wavering 
in her commitments as the first moment the bare-chested wolfish man-cub appeared to turn up the heat on the love triangle.  
“Face it, I’m way hotter than you,” says Jacob to the heat-challenged, square-jawed, pasty-faced Edward…ooooo what a 
burn! 
 
And this is the riveting dialogue that you can expect from the third installment of the wildly popular and mega big bucks earner 
Twilight series.  See if you can pick up all the new and unexpected plot twists from the official movie summary:  The Twilight 
Saga: Eclipse: Kristin Stewart's Bella finds herself torn between Robert Pattinson's Edward and Taylor Lautner's werewolf 
Jacob Black. 
 
See what I mean?  Because if I remember correctly, The Twilight Saga: New Moon was about Kristin Stewart's Bella finding 
herself torn between Robert Pattinson's Edward and Taylor Lautner's werewolf Jacob Black.  Subtle difference to be sure…so 
if you like New Moon, you’ll love Eclipse, because it’s the SAME MOVIE!!!  To sum up: a love triangle that transpires across 
species and time, and for millions, a connection with what it feels like to whiffle-waffle between two affections. 
 
Bella’s predicament reminds me of another love triangle that operates on a much deeper level than emotion and feelings of 
the heart.  For the Christian, there is a spiritual quandary that goes to the very core of the soul.  It is a constant struggle 
between affections and affiliations which carries life altering consequences.  The spiritual love triangle is described this way: 
 
Don't love the world's ways. Don't love the world's goods. Love of the world squeezes out love for the Father. Practically 
everything that goes on in the world—wanting your own way, wanting everything for yourself, wanting to appear important—
has nothing to do with the Father. It just isolates you from him. The world and all its wanting, wanting, wanting is on the way 
out—but whoever does what God wants is set for eternity (1 John 2:15-17). 
 
When you trusted in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, you entered into a love relationship with God the Father.  His love is 
forgiving, freeing, and unconditional.  Nothing you could ever say, feel, or do could make Him love you more, and nothing you 
could ever say, feel, or do could make Him love you less.  On the other hand, your perspective on the world before you 
trusted Christ is still a part of your identity.  Your old self loves the deceitful glitter of party lights and pleasure pursuits, and 
more often than not, you’ll find yourself in a love triangle between your soul, the world, and your heavenly Father.  The world 
calls to you and begs you to choose the way of temporary gratification and blinds you to the destructive destination. 
 
Then there is the voice of the Father, who beckons you with these promises: 
 
“I have loved you, my people, with an everlasting love.  With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself” (Jeremiah 31:3). 
 
“I will rescue those who love me.  I will protect those who trust in my name.  When they call on me, I will answer; I will be with 
them in trouble.  I will rescue and honor them” (Psalm 91:14-15). 
 
For the mountains may move and the hills disappear, but even then my faithful love for you will remain.  My covenant of 
blessing will never be broken,”  says the Lord, who has mercy on you (Isaiah 54:10). 
 
When you compare the merciful and loving declarations of the Father with the empty and poisonous chatter of the world, the 
choice of who to follow becomes as obvious as a werewolf at a vampire convention.  And how it must grieve the Father when 
we toy with affections for the world and live a Bella-esque double standard life! 
 
Not only that, but remember that our friends who don’t know Jesus are watching as well.  Our lives are like a major motion 
picture where the audience wants to see who we will choose.  When we waiver, we dishonor the Father who gave His Son 
over to death so we could receive eternal life.  They want to know what it’s like to know real and true love, so we can’t paint a 
picture of duplicity - because it could forever damage their view of God and His offer of salvation.  "It's not a choice between 
the two of you," Bella tells Edward at a key point in the story. "It's a choice between who I should be and who I am." 
 
What’s your choice?  Each day it is Team World or Team Father…you already know who you are: a child of God forgiven 
through the blood of Jesus Christ.  Who we should be are people who live for Jesus Christ and help free our friends from the 
world’s trap. We should be spreading the gospel message more readily than we would spread our opinions about a movie 
series like Twilight!  
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